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(54) Title of the Invention: OPTICAL ENCODER 



((57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an optical 
encoder that makes it possible to carry our detection with 
high accuracy and high resolving power by avoiding 
generation of an angle error in the electrical angle of a 
lower order signal under effect of such factors as 
assembling errors, deviations in sensitivity of a 
photodetectors, the illumination irregularities of an LED, 
etc. 

SOLUTION: The photo-receiving element 700 comprises 
photo-receiving cell arrays groups, i.e., A-group 18, B- 
group 28, C-group 38 and D-group 48 divided into four 
groups by non-sensitive zones arranged substantially 
perpendicularly; these four groups of the photo-receiving 
cell arrays are arranged so that their photocurrent output 
signals are turned into periodic signals with different 
phases 
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